[Clinical characteristics of immature T-type (negative E-rosette) acute lymphoblastic leukemia detected by LAU-A1 monoclonal antibody].
Immature T-ALL is a newly defined subgroup of ALL in which the blasts lack the receptor for sheep erythrocytes (ER) and the usual T-cell markers, but express the 40 kDa pan-T surface antigen recognized by our monoclonal antibody LAU-A1. Patients with immature T-ALL represent 10% of all cases of adult ALL. Leukocyte counts are lower and spleen, liver and lymph node enlargement is less prominent, but mediastinal enlargement is more frequent than in mature (ER-positive) T-ALL. 7 patients with immature T-ALL (median age 42 years, range 13-73) were treated with intensified chemotherapy regimens, and only one 47-year-old female entered a short-lived complete remission. The overall survival of our patients was poor (median 7.5 months, with only one patient surviving at 15 months) and seemed not to be influenced by age. Our study indicates that immature T-ALL can only be accurately identified by the use of monoclonal antibodies recognizing the 40 kDa pan-T antigen, and that immature T-ALL is a separate disease entity typified by a poor prognosis.